
BOARD OF HEALTH VIRTUAL MEETING 

Tuesday May 4, 2021 – 5:00 PM – via Zoom 

 

PRESENT: Fred Schubert, Chair; Peter Cohen; Tony Segal; Andy Fisher; Louise Maron; Emilie Jarrett, Comm. 

Health Assn.; Val Bird, Berkshire Alliance; Claudia Ryan 

Approval of Minutes of the April 6, 2021 Meeting: There being no questions or corrections Andy moved that 

the minutes be approved as read. The motion was seconded and adopted by unanimous vote. 

ACTION ITEMS: Andy asked whether the Board had any input on the issue of mosquito spraying. Fred will 

determine what the official stance is for Richmond on this issue. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hilltop Orchards: Deferral Request: Val recommended approval of the request for an extension for Hilltop 

Orchards to complete the repairs required for their permits. She reported that work is being done to repair 

the issues found and that work is moving along well. After some discussion of the work remaining to be done, 

the decision was made to move the phase one deadline up to May 31st and the phase two deadline to 

complete the installation of a new septic system to July 31st. It was noted that, given the current drastic 

shortage of building supplies, if the July 31st deadline cannot be met due to those shortages, the deadline 

could be extended further.  

A motion was made to extend the deadline for Phase one to May 31st and for Phase two to July 31st. The move 

was seconded and passed by unanimous consent. 

Well Testing and Payment Agreement for 317 Cone Hill Rd.: Fred noted that, as the payment could not be 

made before the end of June as it will be coming out of the 2022 budget, he has taken no action on this issue. 

Updated Service Fees: Fred distributed a new list of fees that incorporate information he obtained from 

Egremont, Washington, Lanesborough, etc. and suggestions from Ed Fahey. Fred asked that the Board review 

these new numbers and provide feedback to him so that he can be prepared to discuss them at the next 

meeting in June. 

Fred also noted that he has not yet dealt with the question of updating the Chapter 12A fines amounts but will 

do so for the next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Next Board of Health Chair: Fred noted that he is coming to the end of his six-month cycle as Chair and asked 

who is up next. Andy Fisher is next on the list and he agreed to take over that function next month. 

Louise said that she thought it had become time for her to step down from the Board as she felt that the 

issues being dealt with were beyond her field of expertise. There was a discussion of the valuable contribution 

Louise had always made to the Board and sentiments expressed against her leaving. Andy advised that she 

would not be in a position to be asked to be the Chair for at least the next six months as he would be taking on 

that responsibility and she should take that time to reconsider. Louise agreed with thanks for the positive 

response from all the members of the Board.  



Community Health Report: Before addressing the issues in her report, Emilie Jarrett added her thoughts on 

how important Louise’s expertise was in helping deal with the difficult emotions around the closing of the 

school at the beginning of the Pandemic. 

Emilie reported that she has been at the Berkshire Community College Vaccination Clinic for the past several 

months, which is why she has not attended the Board meetings. She advised that the DPH provides a report 

every Thursday on the percentage of the adult population that has been vaccinated. Currently, 53% of 

Richmond residents had been vaccinated as of last week and 37% overall in Berkshire County. Pfizer has asked 

for emergency approval for vaccination of children from 12 to 15 years of age. The number of new cases is 

going down; in Berkshire County positive cases increased by 1.59% which is a notable reduction and the last 

positive case confirmed in Richmond was on April 1st.    

Fred asked when we would be advised of additional openings from the Governor and Emilie suggested that he 

continue to pay attention to the Alerts and the daily report in The Berkshire Eagle, as well as the DPH website 

which always has up-to-date information. 

Agent’s Report: Val reported that the log she received from Ed Fahey shows a very busy April. Currently there 

are two septic systems being installed and a perc test which is anticipated to be postponed. 

Louise asked if there has been any word from John Olander. Claudia Ryan responded that John is doing very 

well recovering from his surgery but is clearly not planning on returning to work with the Board. 

Additional Topics: Peter Cohen asked about an apparently abandoned property he is aware of and wondered 

if the Board had any obligation to inspect. There was a discussion of that property and two others that 

appeared to be unoccupied. Valerie will research the addresses and determine what the ownership is so that 

she can advise as to the action that should be pursued. She will also check with Paul Lisi, Town Tax Collector, 

who is considering holding some properties to be abandoned. With that information, she will investigate 

whether any of the properties should be condemned and put into Receivership. This issue will be continued at 

the next meeting. 

Next Board of Health Meeting – June 1, 2021: That date was confirmed as accurate and as the date that Andy 

will take over as Chair. 

There being no further business before the Board, a motion was made to adjourn. The motion was seconded 

and adopted by unanimous vote. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Fred Schubert, Chair 


